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Dear Carolyne,

Thank you for your letter of 13 March, on behalf of a number of signatories, about
the recommendations in Foster Care in England, the independent review into
fostering.

Being a foster parent can be rewarding, but I fully understand how challenging it is
and the skills and dedication it requires. It is crucial that foster parents receive the
support they need to enable them to fulfil this valuable role.

Sir Martin Narey and Mark Owers spent nine months collecting evidence and
speaking to individuals and organisations across the sector. They drew their
conclusions from careful consideration of a broad evidence base. Not everyone
will agree with their recommendations, but I welcome the debate the report has
generated and the opportunity it has given us to discuss the changes we can
make to the foster care system.

Alongside the independent report, the department commissioned a thorough,
robust evidence review, Which was published in 2017. Together with the
independent review and the Education Select Committee’s recent report, I am
confident that we have a broad evidence base from which to develop our future
approach to fostering.

We are carefully considering all the recommendations made by Sir Martin and
Mark, alongside those made by the Education Select Committee. I would like to
assure you that the best interests of the child remain at the heart of our policy
development and I am committed to ensuring that foster parents receive the
support they need to meet the need of the children they look after. It is important
we consider financial support and the allegations process alongside other
recommendations that both reports make on the status and support for foster
parents to ensure foster parents receive a comprehensive package of support.



Our goal is to make sustainable and effective reforms to foster care to improve the
experiences and outcomes of the children and young people in its care. Our formal
response will be published this spring.

Yours sincerely,

Nadhim Zahawi MP
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families


